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David Evans 
 

A Brief (and occasionally incomplete) Family History 

 
David Geoffrey Evans was born in Yarraville on 2 February 1921, the son of Edward 

Dunau Evans and Florence Emily Evans.   
 

David’s father Edward Dunau Evans was born in Carlton in 1878.  Edward Evans’ middle 

name of ‘Dunau’ was his mother’s maiden name, which appears to have originated mostly 
from the region of Germany/Austria.  Edward’s career was as a train engine driver. 
 

David’s mother Florence Evans (nee Hodgson) was born in March 1886 in Hartlepool, 
County Durham, England.  According to the National Archives of Australia Records, in 1909 
the Hodgson family emigrated to Australia, arriving at Fremantle on their way to Sydney on 
the “Orsova” on 18 November 1909.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The family included Florence’s father William (a tailor’s cutter), Jessica (his wife or older 
daughter, I have not been able to determine), Florence (then aged 23), and sisters Alice 
(aged 12) and Gladys (aged 2). 
 

Arriving in Australia for a new life on this one ship alone were 400 males, 272 females, and 
61 boys and 57 girls under 16 years old, a total of 790 immigrants. 
 

Things obviously moved quickly for Florence upon disembarking, for in June 1910, she had 
met and married Edward Evans. 
 

The Evans family lived in several Melbourne suburbs, but the Electoral Rolls confirm that by 
1940 the family came to live at 175 Riversdale Road, Hawthorn, which is almost opposite 
Choi’s restaurant, just past Auburn Road as you head into the city. 
 

A search of the Camberwell Methodist Church records held by the UCA Archives also 
confirmed that Florence Evans was listed on the Church membership rolls for 1940 and 
1945.  Edward Evans and David Geoffrey Evans do not appear on the rolls.  Unfortunately, 
neither the Archives nor CUC Camberwell have Sunday School records for this church in the 
years 1926 – 1933, so I cannot confirm or otherwise David’s involvement in church life. 
 

Information regarding his early life, or schools he attended has also proved elusive. Perhaps 
he was not much of a scholar, as he stated on his War Service Record that he left school at 
the end of 1935, aged 14 years old, to commence employment as a sheetmetal worker. 
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However, the records also indicate that David got out of the factory and had been working as 
a Salesman in the Myer Emporium in Bourke Street in the city, from 1936-41. 
 

World War 2 (Part 1, 1939-40) 
 

WW2 in Europe is formally recognising as commencing on 1 September 1939, when Great 
Britain and France declared war on Germany following its invasion of Poland.   
 

Winston Churchill became Prime Minister on Friday 10 May 1940, on one of the most 
dramatic days in British history.  The government was in disarray, and, on the continent on 
the same day, Germany made a lightning advance through the Low Countries, and hours 
after his appointment, it invaded France.  France sued for peace 6 weeks later. 
 

At this point, Britain stood alone against a Germany whose territory extended across the 
entire modern Western Europe, easterly from France to Poland and from Scandinavia down 
to Italy.  With British air and land forces outnumbered by their German counterparts, it 
seemed certain that Britain would soon follow the fate of France.  
 

On June 5, the Luftwaffe began attacks on English Channel ports and convoys, and 
on July 10 began the Battle of Britain.  Six days later, Hitler ordered the German 
army and navy to prepare for Operation Sea Lion – the invasion of Britain.  On July 
19, the German leader offered a conditional peace to the British government.   
 

Churchill refused, and over time, with Luftwaffe aircraft losses increasing and no sign that 
the Royal Air Force had been defeated, Hitler postponed Sea Lion indefinitely on 17 
September 1940.  Ultimately, it was never put into action.   
 

This saved Britain, kept resistance alive in Europe, and created the basis for the later Allied 
counter-attacks of 1942–45, more about which will follow, particularly as it relates to the 
story of David Evans. 
 

World War 2 (Part 2, 1942 onward) 
 

David Evans was 18 years old when war commenced.  He eventually enlisted in the RAAF 

on 15 August 1941, aged 20.  He embarked from Sydney to England in August 1942. 
 

His Service Record states that, having completed flight training, and just under a year later 
he was attached to 90 Squadron of the RAF in the UK as a Flight Sergeant, with a crew of 
mostly British airmen from the West Wickham RAF. 
 

By this point of the conflict, the allies (with Britain now joined by America and Russia) had 
slowly began to turn the tide of war against Germany, both on the ground and in the air. 
 

And from 1942 onward, the British bombing campaign against Germany increasingly 
targeted industrial sites in the larger German cities.   
 

World War 2 (Part 3 – the last flight of David Evans)  
 

In June/July 1943, RAF Bomber Command launched a series of missions to bomb German 
industrial sites utilising hundreds of aircraft.  
 

On 25 July 1943, at 10.37pm, David Evans and crew took off in a Stirling Mk 111 four engine 
heavy bomber, carrying, according to the Files in the British National Archives, a load of 
standard explosive and incendiary bombs.  The target for their night raid was Essen, as part 
of the larger ‘Battle of the Ruhr’ (a five month campaign against the Ruhr area, which 
contained steelworks, synthetic oil plants, and other factories for production of war 
materials).  Due to its significance, Essen was one of many cities which were very heavily 
defended.    
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According to the British Bomber Command report on the raid, it was called a success.  The 
raid involved 705 aircraft, and, in less than an hour, did “much damage to the eastern part of 
the city.  In particular, the Krupps facility was dealt what was probably the worst blow of the 
war.  Dr Krupp suffered a stroke the following morning, from which he never recovered (he 
would have otherwise been charged with War Crimes after the war).  51 other buildings and 
2852 homes were destroyed.  530 people were killed.”  Hitler’s Propaganda Minister Dr 
Joseph Goebbels recorded in his diary that the raid resulted in the “complete stoppage of 
production in the Krupps works.” 
 

However, the last line of the Operation Report for David’s plane and crew was a concern:  
“This Aircraft is missing.” 
 

       
 

On completion of more detailed investigations, and conclusion of formal proceedings, the 
family was advised, and the following notice was published in The Age and The Argus on 
Saturday 25 March 1944: 
 

 
 

    
 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) 
 

The aim of the CWGC archive is to collect, manage and preserve materials which document 
the history of the organisation, the individuals we commemorate, the cemeteries and 
memorials we maintain, and to make such records accessible to the public.  Below is David 
Evans’ individual memorial: 
 

 
 

Three other memorials stand testament to David Evans’ ultimate sacrifice: 
 

(1) Runnymede Memorial 
 

Overlooking the River Thames on Cooper’s Hill in Runnymede, Surrey (24 miles west of 
London), is Runnymede Memorial, sometimes known as the Air Forces Memorial.   

Following interviews with witnesses, both in 
the air and on the ground, Bomber 
Command concluded that the plane 
carrying David Evans was “presumed to 
have crashed into the North Sea”, near 
Yarmouth (red flag) after bombing Essen.  
They almost got home.  There were no 
survivors. 

 

David Evans had been promoted 
temporarily to Flight Sergeant on 24 
December 1942, and transferred to 
No.90 Squadron on 24 June 1943. 

He lost his life just one month later. 
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The memorial commemorates more than 20,000 airmen and women who were lost in the 
Second World War during operations from bases in the United Kingdom and North and 
western Europe who have no known grave. 
 

      
 

Panel 192 at the Memorial is shown below: 
 

     
 

Engraved on the great north window of the shrine are words from the 139th Psalm, 
sometimes called the Airman's Psalm:  "O lord, thou hast searched me, and known me." 
 

(The psalm is known for its affirmation of God's omnipresence.  It is a regular part of Jewish, 
Anglican Catholic, and Protestant liturgies.  It has been set to music often). 
 

There is also a ‘Panel List’ at Runnymede.  These are lists of individuals commemorated on 
memorials or screen walls and reflect the details and layout inscribed on the panels.   
 

Individuals are commemorated in this way when their loss has been officially declared by 
their relevant service but there is no known burial for the individual, or in circumstances 
where graves cannot be individually marked, or where the grave site has become 
inaccessible and unmaintainable.  David is one such individual, and his name is included on 
the ‘Panel List.” 
 

 

 

Through the entrance to the memorial is a 
courtyard containing a Stone of 
Remembrance, and opposite, a shrine – the 
design of which is similar to the control 
towers crews would have seen when 
returning to base. The shrine is adorned with 
three stone figures representing Justice, 
Victory and Courage. 
 

The shrine is embraced by a cloister 
(pictured above) in which the names of the 
dead are recorded. The names of the 
missing, grouped according to the year of 
death, are inscribed on the stone panels, 
giving the impression of partly opened stone 
books. The coats of arms of the 
Commonwealth countries are represented 

on the cloister ceilings. 
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(2) The Australian War Memorial (AWM) 
 

The Roll of Honour at the AWM in Canberra records and commemorates members of the 
Australian armed forces who have died during or as a result of war service. 
 

It takes the form of bronze panels in the Memorial’s Commemorative Area and the Roll of 
Honour Database.  Records in the Roll of Honour database contain the personal particulars, 
unit and the date of death of each person. Some records may also contain cause of death, 
place of death, and cemetery or memorial details.   
 

In relation to David Evans, he is commemorated on the Roll of Honour as follows: 
 

 
 

David’s name is also located at Panel 121 in the Commemorative Area at the Memorial.  
The Commemorative Roll commemorates Australians who died during or as a result of 
service in wars, conflicts or operations identical with the Roll of Honour, but who are not 
members of the Australian armed forces – David was serving with the RAF when he died. 

 

 
 

David’s name will next be projected onto the exterior of the Hall of Memory on Monday 18 
November 2019 at 4.49am, and then on Saturday 7 March 2020 at 4.24am. 
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(3) Camberwell Uniting Church 
 

Sometime after formal confirmation of his death in March 1944, David’s parents erected the 
plaque pictured below in the then Camberwell Methodist Church where it sits on the wall 
above the organ.  

 

 
 

Exactly when it was unveiled has proved difficult to ascertain, however it would seem to be 
between 1944 and 1953, as David’s father Edward died in Kew on August 22, 1953, aged 
75.  David’s mother Florence died in 1978 in Glen Iris, aged 91. 
 

*   *   * 
 

A Somewhat Large Postscript: 
 

Readers who earlier read the ‘Death on Active Service’ notice in the newspaper may recall 
that the notice described David as “the beloved only son” of Edward and Florence Evans.   
 

    
 

This sent me on a further search, which ultimately revealed that David was certainly the only 
son of Edward and Florence, but that they had a daughter as well. 
 

After considerable searching, I discovered that, officially, David’s sister was born Gladys 
Florence Evans on 23 August 1912, some two years after the marriage of his parents, and 
was nine years older than David.  By profession she was a dressmaker.  She married a 
Robert Smith in Camberwell in 1934, and they had two children named Kenneth and 
Marjorie, born in 1938 and 1940 respectively.   
 

The death notice however, was filled with a number of word inconsistencies which made the 
search that much more prolonged.  What I ‘discovered’ in the search process was that, at 
the time of their marriage, both Gladys and her husband (Robert not Ron as per the notice), 
decided to call themselves by the surname ‘Evans-Smith’ (way ahead of their time in 1934), 
and attached that surname to both their children.  Gladys also changed her name from the 
traditional spelling to the more Welsh version ‘Gwladys.’   
 

I can report that the Victorian Register of Births Deaths and Marriage (BDM) does not 
identify or recognise hyphenated surnames or non-standard spelling of names terribly well.  
However, I do have an inkling of why ‘Gwladys’ may have gone down this path, as I had no 

 

However, there was a second death notice in 
the newspaper in respect of David’s father, 
Edward.  The notice, pictured at right, from 
The Age in August 1953, describes him as the 
“dearly beloved father and father-in-law of 
Gwladys and Ron Evan-Smith and loved pa of 

Kenneth and Marjorie.”   
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idea quite how many Gladys Smiths, Gladys Florence Smiths and many other close 
iterations were born, got married, died and were buried or cremated in cemeteries around 
Victoria over the last 80 years or so. 
 

Anyway, back to my story.  As mentioned earlier, David’s mother Florence Evans (nee 
Hodgson), another very popular name in the UK in the late 19th and early 20th centuries it 
seems, lived to be 91 years old when she died.  Her last few years were spent at Salford 
Park Lodge Community/Retirement Village in Wantirna.  She was cremated at the 
Springvale Botanical Cemetery on 11 January 1978 and her ashes scattered. 
 

Under the name Gwladys Florence Evans-Smith, David’s older sister died on 29 November 
2004, aged 92 years old.  Good genes run through the female line of this family.  Gwladys 
was also cremated at Springvale Cemetery on 3 December 2004 and her remains scattered, 
same as her mother. 
 

At the time of her death in 2004, her two children, Kenneth and Marjorie, were a mere 66 
and 64 years old respectively.   
 

A Final Word: 
 

Sadly, and despite exploring many, many avenues, I have been unable to locate a photo of 
this young lad who died so young.  I still have several searches in progress, and will be most 
pleased if I am able to locate an image of David Evans, and share it with you. 
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Also, after two visits to the Public Records Office in North Melbourne, I was extremely 
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mother, his sister and her family. 
 
 
 
 

    *  *  * 
 


