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                                      Kairos 
                                                     

       News in and around 
                      Camberwell Uniting Church 
 

 

 

Minister’s Musings 
  
Peace on earth  
and Goodwill to all!! 
I hope this last 
edition of Kairos for  
the year finds you 
well and enjoying 
preparations for 
Christmas.   
 

As we focus on the journey towards Christmas 
again, we are reminded that we are living in an 
apocalyptic moment.  At least it’s easy to read 
our current context in an apocalyptic way.  
Things seem to be coming to a head.  Battle 
lines are being drawn and various military 
forces are gathering.  The Middle East seems to 
be in a constant state of chaos, with violence 
the norm.  Radicals on all sides spit hateful 
words and use deadly force.  Muslim friends are 
worried that this conflict will lead to another 
World War.  For some, incredibly, this is “good 
news.” The outbreak of a world war in this 
region would be the sign that the end has come.  
The only thing lacking, it would seem, is a 
rebuilt Jewish Temple.  In the aftermath of the 
awful attacks in Paris the great powers seem 
ready to engage in more military operations, 
which fuels an apocalyptic fever in some.  The 
only question left concerns who will light the 
match to set off the explosion that will trigger 
Armageddon? 
 

But in fact Armageddon is a pleasant valley in 
the north of Israel, a crossroads for ancient 
armies and the site of many ancient battles.  
Perhaps now, in a globalized world, everywhere 
can be a key crossroad and the decisions we all 
make can be moving us closer to conflict or 
closer to peace. 
  

Of course visions of the end are not new.  Every 
time we have a chaotic situation, especially in or 
near Israel, hopes or fears are kindled.  We saw  

 
 
this at the time that World War I broke out.  The 
fall of the Ottoman Empire and the expanded 
return of Jews to Palestine seemed to signal a 
new apocalyptic era.    World War two did the 
same, especially as the nation of Israel was 
born.  So what does Advent have to say to this 
situation? Does the season encourage our fears 
or counter them?  The end time fears 
expressed in the gospel are pointedly set near 
Jesus’ end time and the final battle is not to 
take place with armies on a field, but it’s 
situated with Jesus on the cross. 
 

At this time of year we celebrate the coming of 
hope as a helpless babe and we remember the 
story about ‘no room for him in the Inn’.  And 
we, as a church are part of making his hope 
real, finding room for a few of the poor and 
displaced of our world through the work of 
CASS and our housing of people seeking 
asylum at Illoura.   It’s a very appropriate thing 
for us to be part of, a real part of being the good 
news!  It’s been wonderful to have some strong 
ecumenical support for our recent CASS 
fundraising and we are excited to have the 
Highfield Rd Uniting Church join us in our 
partnership with Lentara, by supporting this 
work financially. 
 

This year’s Christmas Eve service will 
incorporate some more ‘Messy’ elements as we 
do a combined Messy Christmas and Christmas 
Eve Carols service.  The Messy part will start 
with a BBQ at 5.00 pm, activities to follow and 
the service at 7 pm.  All are very welcome, a 
time to invite friends and family to join in! 
 
 

May the Peace, Joy and Goodwill of God in 
Christ, be with you and yours this season. 

Volume 8 Number 3                                                                                December 2015                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 2015 2 

Rev’d Ian Brown 
…………………………………………… 

From the Editor…. 
 

December 2015  
 

Hello and welcome to our final Kairos for 2015.  
I hope you find some articles and items of merit 
and interest in the following pages.   
 

I started out with the idea of covering two 
themes in this edition – the celebrations we 
attach to the birth of Jesus compared to the 
recent uncovering of the treatment of children 
by some adults and institutions, and a quest for 
information (if there was any) on some of the 
individuals who contributed significantly to the 
life of this Church and who are commemorated 
particularly via its stained glass windows. 
 

For a range of circumstances, this plan was 
abandoned, for both good and not-so-good 
reasons.  
 

On the positive side, I am truly excited by a 
feature article attached to this edition about a 
former Minister of this Church, whose family is 
only now realizing after some 75 years after his 
death what a fine person and outstanding 
Churchman he was in the most difficult of times.  
His legacy in terms of the support and comfort 
(practical and spiritual) to our young soldiers 
overseas during and after World War 1 is 
legendary.  His contribution to morale, wellbeing 
and pastoral care to the many congregations he 
served throughout many parts of Australia 
before and after the Great War is also quite 
extraordinary, and we are privileged to have 
retained and maintained those items which 
commemorate his life’s work in our Church, for 
his descendants to see one day soon, perhaps. 
 
I unearthed so much detail on this man’s life 
and work that I have used it as a ‘good news’ 
story on which to end the year.  I also found it 

so interesting that I have left the other memorial 
windows to another time, and have only made 
brief mention of the other issues I was planning 
to cover in more detail for later as well.   
 

It makes for better reading than many of the 
goings on this year in our country and our world 
which have unfortunately tempered many 
people’s enjoyment in the lead up to what 
should be a celebration of the birth of a child, 
and the expression of peace and love for all 
which usually accompanies the festive season.   
 

The Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse continues to 
uncover where systems have failed to protect 
children from instances of child sex abuse, and 
that in many instances, organisations charged 
with caring and protecting our most vulnerable 
young lives have actively sought to not only 
exploit and abuse them, but to subsequently 
and deliberately deny allegations, discredit 
victims and misinform families.  While it has 
been such a breach of faith, the bravery of 
victims to speak out now is courageous and 
hopefully may go some way to prevent its 
repetition.  Ever.   
 

The Royal Commission into Domestic Violence 
has also heard evidence from over 200 
individuals who have shared very personal 
accounts of the impact of family violence on 
their personal and professional lives.  The 
current statistics are damning – across Australia 
one woman is killed every week, and Police are 
called to incidents of family violence every eight 
minutes.   
 

It is unfortunate that the groundswell of 
individual and public concern on these issues 
has to reach tsunami proportions before action 
is taken and the facts are made public and 
corrective or remedial action is taken.  
However, I can only wish those charged with 
redressing these injustices and poor behaviours 
have 100% success. 
 

In the wider world, the recent terror attacks in 
France (& also Lebanon and Mali) strike fear 
into ordinary people everywhere.  Many people 
have written extensively elsewhere on the 
implications and potential reactions we should 
have to these latest series of attacks, so I don’t 
intend to add to that here, except to say that the 
calls for reason and measured responses 
appear to be prevailing over those who would 
respond by use of massive firepower, a solution 
which has already proven to fail and in fact 
have the opposite effect to that which was 
intended.   
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While much of the above does not make easy 
reading, I am encouraged by the reasoned 
responses of most of our leaders, and just as 
Mary and Joseph overcame adversity in 
dangerous times, so do we place our faith in 
those charged with keeping the world and its 
people safe that they also triumph in the end.   
 

To all our readers, on behalf of the Kairos team, 
we wish you peace, joy, love and good health 
(and sometimes patience and stamina) for the 
upcoming Christmas period.   
 

We pass on season’s greetings to you all, and 
our kind thoughts and prayers for wellbeing are 
with you all.   
 

We conclude with two images, both symbols of 
our hopes for peace in dangerous times and 
places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

………………………………………. 
 

 
 

Christmas Services at  
Camberwell  
Uniting 

 
Christmas Eve   Messy Church 5.00 pm  
                          Service            7.00 - 7.45 pm 
 
Christmas Day     9.30 am 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

………………………………………….. 
 

One Opinion on the fight against 
terrorism, post Paris November 2015 
 

In the aftermath of the Paris attacks/murders, all 
manner of people have made comments, based 
on their own views and beliefs. 
 

Some have been better, and some more 
reasoned (in my opinion) than others.  I cannot 
claim to have read extensively, as, like many 
people, I was so horrified by this event that after 
a while I found myself becoming so numbed by 
media repetition that I started to lose focus on 
the event itself and its wider implications. 
 

However, I found one article, aspects of which 
resonated with me in a good way, and I thought 
I would share them with you. 
 

Andrew MacLeod is a professor in Public Policy 
at Kings College London, and a former high 
level official for the UN working in the Islamic 
world.  He wrote an article entitled “Exactly who 
is ‘us’ and ‘them’ in this torrid war?” in “The 
Age” newspaper on 17 November, excerpts 
from which are copied below: 

 

 

 

 



December 2015 4 

 “Followers of the God of Abraham – 
Jews, Muslims and Christians – rightly 
condemn the attacks in Paris.  There is no 
justification for murdering innocent people.  
Those who say religion plays no part in these 
attacks have to face an uncomfortable truth: 
religion does play a role. 
 

While each of the holiest texts of the 
Abrahamic religions (the Torah, Koran and New 
Testament) have had passages taken out of 
context throughout history to commit acts of 
barbarism, it is those who follow the Islamic 
tradition who have killed Christians Muslims and 
non-believers this time. 
 

“As attacks took place in Paris and 
Beirut at much the same time, this shows that 
militants are not attacking the West, but all 
humanity.  Those dressed in black claim to 
follow the God of Abraham and teachings of 
their two main prophets, Mohammed and 
Jesus.”   

 

“Christians may find that hard to read.  
Many Jews consider Jesus a teacher.  
Christians consider him the Messiah.  Muslims 
rank Jesus as the second most important 
prophet – second only to Mohammed.  
Christians and Jews can rightly say the attacks 
were not in our name, even though Christians, 
Jews and Muslims believe in the same God.  So 
why is it so hard to accept that Muslims who 
reject the actions of militants also say ‘the 
attacks were not done in our name.’ 
 

 “To win this war moderates of all 
religions must unite against the militants who 
falsely claim actions in the name of Allah, the 
God of Abraham.  So what are the sides in this 
war? Is it us ‘moderates’ of all religions against 
‘them’, the radicals of all religions?  Or is the 
‘us’, the West, against all Muslims?”  

 
MacLeod continues by saying that the ideology 
of evil must be defeated, but to do this, we need 
to understand the enemy.  His view is that 
“moderate Islam is our greatest potential ally.  
Why turn away from them, or turn them away?” 
 

 “Some reject the Muslims who beg 
understanding that radical attacks do not 
represent their God.  They are tarred with the 
brush of the radicals.  We assert the right to 
offend them but remain silent when their 
children die” in Lebanon and Pakistan.  “How 
does this build a strong alliance in the war 
against radicals?” 
 
 

MacLeod concludes by saying that “our leaders 
need to tell us who is the “us” and who is the 
“them” in the fight with radical Islam.  If we push 
moderates into the arms of radicals and not join 
their battle against militants, then we risk 
catastrophic defeat.” 
 

I thought the above article brought an inclusive 
and strategic thought process to the recent 
escalation of chaos and violence.  Wars of 
intervention, Islamophobia and increased 
security measures arise in response to 
terrorism, and so by definition cannot be a 
cause.   
Ed 

…………………………………. 
 

CASS Report - December 2015 
 

The last meeting of CASS for 2015 was on 
November 18th 2015.  The meeting received 
several reports.   
 

We were represented at Julian Burnside’s 
lecture sponsored by the Outer Eastern Asylum 
Seekers Support Group, and at a meeting of the 
St John’s Asylum Seeker and Refugee Support 
Group here at the junction.   
 

The campaign of writing to politicians to voice 
concern about the treatment of asylum seekers 
was facilitated by the provision of advice about 
the framing of letters and their follow up, and 
addresses of relevant politicians.  The Northern 
Suburbs Asylum Seekers Network (comprising 
12 churches) requested information about our 
activities to add to a website to publicize the 
Uniting Church’s participation.   
 

Advice from Mohammed at Lentara was that it 
was expected that seven women would be 
residing at Illoura by the end of November.  The 
plan is that a detailed needs analysis would be 
undertaken for each resident and then ways of 
meeting the individual needs, in which members 
of this congregation may be involved, will be 
sought.  
 

Again there have been examples of wonderful 
support for Lentara and its clients.  There was a 
very successful collection of household items 
for the Lentara Bargain Centres.  Filming of 
‘The Good Lie’ was well supported and the 
socialising over supper valuable for the people 
it brought together.   This kind of linking and co-
operation is best illustrated by the commitment 
of Highfield Road Uniting Church to contribute 
over $9000 over the next three years toward 
our asylum seeker program.   
 

Meanwhile members of our own congregation 
are continuing to contribute to the Silver for 
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Asylum Seekers appeal and the appeal for gift 
vouchers or money for the Lentara Christmas 
Celebration.  The McKays and the Browns have 
offered accommodation to the two former 
residents of Illoura who want to complete Year 
12 at Camberwell.   
 

The next major event for CASS will be the 
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon scheduled for 28th 
February 2016.  The musical program will be 
presented by the Immanuel Singers and will be 
followed by High Tea. 
   
There will be a regular CASS meeting on 
Tuesday 16th February 2016 at 7.45 pm.    
 

Margaret Watters  
………………………………….. 

 

Things I know about you….. 
 

1. You are reading this item. 
2. You are human. 
3. You can’t say the letter ‘P’ without 

separating your lips. 
4. You just attempted to do it. 
6. You are laughing at yourself. 
7. You have a smile on your face and you  
            skipped No. 5. 
8. You just checked to see if there is a  
            No. 5. 
9. You laugh at this because you are a fun 

loving person and everyone does it. 
10. You are probably thinking of showing 

this to someone else to see if they fall 
for it. 

 

From the UCAF Magazine NET WORK (Sept 2015) 

………………………………………… 
 

 
The following article was in a Reuters Report in 
June 2015 – a most interesting Pope 
 

 
Pope asks pardon from Waldensian 
Protestants for past persecution 
     TURIN 
ITALY | BY PHILIP PULLELLA 
 

If any of you have been to Italy and met the 
Italian Student Christian Movement or been to a 
conference at their conference Centre Agape in 
northern Italy, you will realise they are almost all 
Waldensians, a small Protestant group from the 
north of Italy. It was a significant event for Pope 
Francis to go there recently and ask for a 
pardon on behalf of the Catholic Church to the 
Waldensian community. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pope Francis (R) waves as he arrives to visit a 
Waldensian church during his two-day pastoral 
visit in Turin, Italy, June 22, 2015. 
 

Pope Francis asked forgiveness on Monday for 
the Roman Catholic Church's "non-Christian 
and inhumane" treatment in the past of the 
Waldensians, a tiny Protestant movement the 
Vatican tried to exterminate in the 15th century. 
Francis made his plea during the first ever visit 
by a pope to a Waldensian temple on the 
second day of a trip to Italy's northern Piedmont 
region, the centre of the Waldensian Church, 
which has only about 30,000 followers 
worldwide. 
 

While the movement is miniscule compared to 
the 1.2 billion members Roman Catholic 
Church, the gesture is part of Francis' drive to 
promote Christian unity and it has taken on 
added significance ahead of the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation in 
2017. 
"On behalf of the Catholic Church, I ask 
forgiveness for the un-Christian and even 
inhumane positions and actions taken against 
you historically," he said. "In the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us!" 
 

The Waldensians, who now live mostly in Italy 
and Latin America, were founded by Peter 
Waldo in France in the late 12th century. He 
gave up his wealth and preached poverty but as 
the movement grew it came into increasing 
theological conflict with the papacy. The 
movement, an early precursor of the Protestant 
Reformation in the 16th century, was branded 
as heretical and in 1487 Pope Innocent VIII 
ordered its extermination. Some 1,700 
Waldensians were killed in 1655 by Catholic 
forces commanded by the Duke of Savoy. 
 

Today the Waldensians are part of the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches and the 
World Council of Churches. They have only two 

 

http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?edition=us&n=phil.pullella&
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sacraments -- baptism and the Lord's Supper -- 
as opposed to seven in the Roman Catholic 
Church, a member of the Italian branch said. 
During a visit to Jerusalem in 2000, Francis' 
predecessor Pope John Paul II asked 
forgiveness from Jews for their persecution by 
Catholics over the centuries. 
 

In 2017, Christians will mark the 500th 
anniversary of the launching of the Protestant 
Reformation by Martin Luther, who nailed his 95 
Theses to a church door in Germany to 
denounce corruption in the Catholic Church. 
Various Christian churches have still not agreed 
on how they will jointly mark the divorce that 
split western Christianity and led to many 
bloody religious wars. 
 

The head of the Protestant Church in Germany, 
Bishop Heinrich Bedford-Strohm, has said he 
would be in favour of inviting the pope to a "joint 
Christian festival" to mark the anniversary. 
Francis is an Argentinian whose father and 
grandfather were born in the Turin area.  
 

(Additional reporting by Tom Heneghan; Editing 
by Gareth Jones) 

………………………………………………………… 

 
1981 & 2005 - Two Interesting Years 

 Interesting Year 1981 

1. Prince Charles got married. 
2. Liverpool crowned soccer Champions  
    of Europe. 
3. Australia lost the Ashes. 
4. The Pope died. 
 

 Interesting Year 2005 

1. Prince Charles got married. 
2. Liverpool crowned soccer Champions  
    of Europe. 
3. Australia lost the Ashes. 
4. The Pope died. 
 
Lesson to be learned…… 
The next time Charles gets married, someone 
should warn the Pope. 

…………………… 
 

Camberwell Uniting Messy Church 
Reports, August – November 2015 
 

For the last four months of the year, the Messy 
Church team put together a diverse range of 
activities within the themed programs.  
 

The respective themes were: 
 

 August 2015 - Wedding at Cana - The 
story of Jesus and his mother being 
guests at a wedding when the hosts run 

out of wine and Jesus turned jugs of 
water into wine.  

 

 September 2015 - “Gods Top Ten” - The 
Ten Commandments-rules to live by- 
given to Moses on Mount Sinai by God 
for the Jewish people who had escaped 
from slavery in Egypt (the Exodus).  

 

 October 2015 - The Sower – the parable 
about the sower planting seeds on 
different ground and achieving different 
results, and how this parallels our life 
experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 November 2015 - The Big Storm – 
where Jesus asked his disciples to go 
out onto the lake with him in a fishing 
boat.  It was after the time of day for 
fishing.  Jesus fell asleep and then a 
storm blew up and the disciples were 
frightened.  The boat was being tossed 
about and they thought they were going 
to drown.  They woke Jesus up and he 
said “Peace”, “Be still” and the storm 
abated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
For each month, there was a welcoming 
activity, a range of activities directly relating to 
the theme and message of the story or parable, 
a celebration in Church and a meal. 
 

It is a large labour-intensive exercise to put on a 
Messy Church.  At the same time it is hugely 
rewarding for those young people who come 
and enjoy and for those who assist and 
contribute in so many ways. 

 
 

 
 

http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?edition=us&n=tom.heneghan&
http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?edition=us&n=gareth.jones&
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Thanks go to all our helpers, particularly 
Marjorie who devised and prepared most of the 
activities around the themes, in conjunction with 
her committee.  Also to the people who came 
and assisted and facilitated in all of the 
activities, those who brought food and those 
who prepared it (for the hungry mouths who 
devoured it), and those who helped clean up 
afterwards.  It is really a great team effort. 
 

The joy is watching the children learn, grow and 
enjoy in a safe, caring and loving environment. 
Fiona Ensor 

…………………………………………………….. 
 

Lexophilia - Who on earth dreams these 
up? 
 

 How does Moses make tea?   Hebrews it.  
 

 Venison for dinner again?   Oh deer! 
 

 I used to be a banker, but then I lost 
interest. 
 

 I tried to catch some fog, but I mist. 
 

 They told me I had type-A blood, but it was 
a Typo. 

 

 I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's 
syncing now. 

 

 Jokes about German sausage are the 
wurst. 

 

 I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid, 
but he says he can stop any time. 

 

 I stayed up all night to see where the sun 
went, and then it dawned on me. 

 

 I'm reading a book about anti-gravity.  I just 
can't put it down. 

 

 I did a theatrical performance about puns.  It 
was a play on words. 

 

 I didn't like my beard at first.  Then it grew 
on me. 

 

 Broken pencils are pointless. 
 

 What do you call a dinosaur with an 
extensive vocabulary?  A thesaurus. 

 

 I dropped out of communism class because 
of lousy Marx. 

 

 I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded 
dough. 
…………………………………………………….. 

 

Church Council 
 

Since the last edition of Kairos, Church Council 
has been pleased to see that Illoura is now 
being occupied by Asylum seekers following 
some maintenance works being carried out to 
the house.  
 

It was good to have members of our 
Congregation and others who are interested in 
this project attend morning tea after worship on 
October 25. 

Organ repairs are continuing and even some of 
us who are not trained to the finer points of the 
organ have noticed the difference in its sound 
since the works commenced. 
 

We have spent time talking about the type of 
worship offered at Camberwell and considered 
some suggestions about the future. 
 

As is usual in November we considered and 
approved a budget for 2016, which will be 
presented to a Congregational meeting on 
December 13.   
 

Some minor repairs and an upgrade of the air 
conditioning at the manse have also been 
approved. 
Ruth Crawley 

………………………………………………… 
 

…. and a final word 
 

This publication owes much to its contributors.  
It benefits enormously from those in our church 
community who supply items of interest from 
time to time which are always appreciated.  
Please maintain your enthusiasm, and thank 
you for your contributions this year.  Thank you 
also to all those who gave us feedback during 
the year – it makes us try harder. 
 

I am indebted to Carolyn Harris for her support, 
advice and after hours assistance, as well as 
her unbounded positivity and enthusiasm which 
makes putting together this publication a 
pleasure.  Thanks so much, Carolyn. 
 

And finally thank you, dear reader, for taking the 
time to savor the product of our labours.  We 
hope it continues to meet your needs and 
expectations.  Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ministry: Worship 10.00 am 
Rev. Ian Brown 0439 931 080 
Church Office: Tuesday & Friday             
Phone 9882-7441   

Email ucacamberwell@uniting.com.au 
Website: 
http://www.camberwellunitingchurch.com 

Messy Church: 
https://www.facebook.com/camberwellmessychurch 

 

Kairos is the Greek word meaning "time", that 

is, those times which are turning points 
demanding decision while the opportunity 
remains. Although it refers primarily to the 
coming of Christ it may also refer to the present 
time in the life of our congregation.  
Editor: Stuart Ensor 

 

mailto:ucacamberwell@telstra.easymail.com.au
http://www.camberwellunitingchurch.com/
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Camberwell Uniting Church 
 

Asylum Seeker Support 
Fundraiser 

- helping house Asylum Seekers 
 

                                       
 
 
 
 

 
PLEASANT SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

 

popular music presented by 
 

THE IMMANUEL SINGERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

followed by High Tea  

February 28
th

 2016 at 2.30pm  

at 314 Camberwell Road CAMBERWELL 
cost: $20   

 

  

 


